


Could the lynx make a lasting return to Belgium?
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What’s next ?





The Semois Valley National Park



A Bottom-up Strategy : Territorial Coalition



Operational Management

11 operators for 75 action sheets



The National Park Territory

• 29.000 ha

• 8 municipalities

• 2 provinces

• Inside 2 nature 
parks (Gaume 
et Ardenne 
méridionale)

• 690 km of 
waterways

• 86% of forests



What are the 
actions of the 

National Park for 
the lynx?



3 Working Topics: 3 green ligths to collect

1) Social acceptance

2) Habitat quality

3) Connectivity



Social Acceptance

• Public 

information

• Stakeholders 

engagement 

strategy : 

needs to be put 

in place



Habitat Quality : Forest Edges

• Creation of forest edges and open areas whitin forest

100ha by 2026



Habitat Quality: Habitat Restoration

• Slopes and ridges
of the valley

20 ha by 2026

• Valley bottoms

30 ha by 2026



Habitat Quality: wildlife tranquillity network

6,3% 8,2% +278 ha

Developing a network of 

strict forest reserves in

public hardwood forests



Connectivity: Regional and Local Action Plan



Lynx Connectivity Needs: 
Key Factors and Threats

• Lynx: A forest-dwelling species with a 
strong avoidance of human activity

• High dispersal capacity: Can move 
across large areas but requires 
connected habitats

• Road collisions: Leading cause of lynx 
mortality in the French Jura and 
Switzerland

• Are fenced roads a barrier to lynx 
movement?



Modeling Lynx Habitat Networks: 
Key Methodological Choices

•Habitat Patches and Resistance Map

Developed based on the habitat suitability

model (Oeser et al., 2023).

•Roads Not Considered Impassable

Acknowledging that lynx may traverse 

roads.

•Spatial Arrangement Analysis

Focusing on habitat patch distribution and 

landscape resistance to identify potential

fluxes and bottlenecks.

•Potential Conflicts with Roads

Analyzing road conflicts with corridors to 
mitigate mortality risks.



A Comprehensive Look at the Lynx Habitat Network



Action Plan Overview: Tackling Connectivity Issues

1. Conserve Lynx 

Habitat
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Action Plan Overview: Tackling Connectivity Issues

1. Conserve Lynx 

Habitat

2. Reduce the 

Impact of 

Landscape 

Fragmentation

3. Studies and 

Monitoring

4. Awareness-

Raising and 

Education



Potential Levers for Securing 
Funding for Connectivity Restoration

• Car insurances

• Public Road Safety Agencies

“Each year, around 45 people are injured in car 

accidents involving an animal.”
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