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Réserve naturelle intégrale

Réserve naturelle gérée

Site classé

Parc naturel

Natura 2000

PARC NATIONAL

Site classé

Situation inexistante en Belgique 
Réserve Biologique Intégrale (Code Forestier)

Status and existing tools



Strict nature reserve (> Cat. I et IV)
« Protected area managed mainly for scientific purposes or to 
protect wild resources, or protected area managed mainly for 
conservation purposes, with management intervention»

A vast area of nature, including 
several protected areas, forming a 
coherent whole and aiming for overall 
integration, and open to the public

A natural area, often small, sometimes open 
to the public but often with restricted access 
and often isolated in the landscape.

Definitions - IUCN International classification

Protected landscape (> Cat. V)
« The protection and conservation of important landscapes and 
their associated natural and other values, created by human 
interaction in the context of traditional land use » 

A mosaic of nature and human 
activity inside!

National park (> Cat. II)
« Protecting biodiversity and the ecological systems and 
processes that underpin it, as well as improving educational 
and recreational opportunities »



Launch of project

• The WG decided to create 2 national parks in Wallonie (01/07/2021)

• Launch of project (01/07/2021)

• No new status but relies on the pre-existing status

• The Walloon Gouvernment is considering including it in the Nature Conservation Law (LCN)



DPR 2019-2024

• Valorization of 
natural 
resources by 
developing eco-
tourism

01 juillet 2021

• Decision of the 
GW to create 2 
national parks in 
Wallonia

• Approval of the 
call of project 
rules

21 octobre 2021

• Approval of the 
composition of 
the Evaluation 
Committee

• Delegated 
mission entrusted 
to the CESE* for 
the coordination 
of the committee

01 novembre 2021

• Submission of notes of 
intent for 7 candidates

• Analysis of the 
completeness and 
admissibility of 
applications by the DNEV

• Transmission of the 7 
applications to the CESE 
(10/11/2021)

18 novembre 2021

•Meeting of the 
Evaluation 
Committee at the 
CESE to assess the 
eligibility criteria of 
the 7 applications

•6 applications 
admitted

•1 application non-
admitted

Steps

16 décembre 2021 

• Pre-selection of 4 
applications by the 
WG to access the 
second phase of the 
call for projects

2 octobre 2022

• Submission of 
master and 
operational plans

• Scenario A +B

8 décembre 2022 

• Selection of the 2 
national parks

• Acknowledgement

• Implementation of 
the actions

2026

• End of the National 
Relisience an 
Recovery Plan 
(NRRP) project

• Self-financing for 
the futur

* CESE = economic, social and environmental Council of Wallonia



Coherent whole in terms of landscape and ecology (e.g. thanks to a system of rivers or massifs)

>  90 % of natural zone

75 % of biological interest

40 % of 
protected zone 

(reserve, natural 
zone, 

Natura 2000, etc.)

Minimum 5 000 ha 
(2500 ha main part
+ x 500 ha min. additional parts

NP 

Existing or to develop

Perimeter of minimum 
5 000 ha 

Of which + 80% nodal zone

> 60% to the application

Selection criteria- surface and composition 

= 50% of points



Sufficiently open and 
accessible space

Offer of trails and infrastructure

Heritage,
Horeca,
Leisure,

Etc.

Cohesive whole in terms of leisure offering and awareness: unique experience value

Existing or to develop

Recreation and tourism criteria

= 30% of points



Territorial coalition
(= main partners)
+ Cooperation agreement

NATURE
Managers, main 

associations, 
DNF…

➢ Give coordination 
mandate to a project

office

TOURISM
Managers, main 

institutions…

+ others concerned
and involved partners

Coherent whole in terms of partners: territorial coalition and project office

Governance criteria

= 20% of points



Composition of the evaluation committee

Composed of 14 people:

- 5 representatives of Minister of Nature, Tourism, Local authorities, Economy – Land –
housing - heritage and Climate - Mobility.

- 1 representative of IUCN
- 1 representative of Europarc 
- 1 representative of a foreign national park
- 1 academic representative or land expert 
- 1 academic representative or ecology expert
- 1 academic representative or ecosystemic services expert 
- 1 academic representative or tourism expert 
- 1 academic representative or heritage expert 
- 1 academic representative or economy expert 

The CESE (The economic, social and environmental Council of Wallonia) was delegated by the WG 
to ensure the mission of coordinating the Evaluation Committee. 
Representatives of the administration (DNF, DEMNA, CGT) attended Committee meetings as 
observers.



Launch of project

1. Note of intent : 25 pages + annexes to 
demonstrate how the project meets the 
conditions for potential recognition as a 
national park, including a description of 
the project with a strong identity. 

→ 7 submissions

2. Evaluation committee + WG decision 
(16/12/2021) 

→Selection of 4 candidates



Launch of project

3. Master and operational plans to define the common objective pursued with the agreement of 
all the partners, as well as a clear vision of the future and ambitions: 

▪ objectives and actions in a wide range of relevant policy areas (nature, forests, heritage, 
visitor management, tourism, leisure, local economy, spatial planning, climate, etc.), 

▪ the organisational and governance arrangements put in place and the financial plan for 
implementation. 



Launch of project

4. Evaluation committee + WG decision (08/12/2022) Selection of 2 national parks



Launch of project

Masterplans

Scenario A (National park project)       → Entre-Sambre-et-Meuse 
Vallée de la Semois 

Scenario B (nature project)         → Entre-Sambre-et-Meuse 
Vallée de la Semois
Forêt d’Anlier
Hautes-Fagnes

• 2 x 14M€ from Nature (NRRP)
• 2 x 1,4M€ from Tourism

• 4 x 250.000€ (NRRP)

Additional funding from the Minister

• 4 x 250.000€ (NRRP)



Vallée de 
la Semois

Governance of Vallée de la Semois NP



Governance of ESEM NP



Thank you !
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