
Species protection 

programs in Flanders 

ANB – Véronique Verbist



Legal Framework - Species Act (15/5/2009) 

Implementation Habitats & Birds 
Directives

Species annex 1 SpeciesAct + all birds 
BD, species annex IV HD & annex II 
Bern convention

Derogations



General approach

SPP = lever
Customised / specific
Species in need of boost/drip
Goal = favourable conservation status
Secondary goal = species with similar
habitat (‘umbrella effect’)
Planning cycle: ecological analysis –
goals – measures – actions –
monitoring – evaluation



Species selection

Basic shortlist: 
1439 protected
species



Multi Criteria Analysis

Cluster 1: Red List Status
Cluster 2: Legislation: HD, BD, Ramsar
Cluster 3: Natura 2000 policy: regional conservation objectives, habitattypical

species, priority action in designation acts, species with extra surface area 
targets, …

Cluster 4 Flemish policy: species and habitat types of Community interest, 
ecological connections

Cluster 5 Importance N2000-sites: % Population outside SPA/SAC



Resulting multi-
year program 
2019-2024



SPP in LIFE B4B

Work 

Package 

Deliverab

le No
Deliverable Name SBP Descript ion

Lead 

Beneficiary
Due Date

WP4 D57
Species act ion plan: 

Common spadefoot
knoflookpad

Act ion 

plan, 
VL O 31/ 12/ 2023

WP4 D58
Species act ion plan: 

Common midwife toad
vroedmeesterpad

Act ion 

plan, 
VL O 31/ 12/ 2023

WP4 D59
Species act ion plan: Smooth 

snake
gladde slang

Act ion 

plan, 
VL O 31/ 12/ 2023

WP4 D60 Species act ion plan: Grayling heivlinder
Act ion 

plan, 
VL O 31/ 12/ 2024

WP4 D61
Species act ion plan: Hazel 

dormouse
hazelmuis

Act ion 

plan, 
VL O 31/ 12/ 2024

WP4 D62
Species act ion plan: 

Western marsh harrier
bruine kiekendief

Act ion 

plan, 
VL O 31/ 12/ 2024

WP4 D63
Species act ion plan: bat  

spec. (tbd)
vleermuizen

Act ion 

plan, 
VL O 31/ 12/ 2024

WP4 D64
Species act ion plan: coastal 

breeding birds
kustbroedvogels

Act ion 

plan, 
VL O 31/ 12/ 2025

WP4 D65
Species act ion plan: 

Northern crested newt
kamsalamander

Act ion 

plan, 
VL O 31/ 12/ 2025

WP4 D66
Species act ion plan: 

Nat terjack toad
rugst reeppad

Act ion 

plan, 
VL O 31/ 12/ 2025

WP4 D67
Species act ion plan: Moor 

frog
heikikker

Act ion 

plan, 
VL O 31/ 12/ 2025

WP4 D68
Species act ion plan: Stag 

beat le
vliegend hert , VL O 31/ 12/ 2026

WP4 D69
Species act ion plan: 

meadow birds
weidevogels

Act ion 

plan, 
VL O 31/ 12/ 2026

WP4 D70
Species act ion plan: 

Weatherfish

grote 

modderkruiper

Act ion 

plan, 
VL O 31/ 12/ 2026

WP4 D71
Species act ion plan: 

Montagu’s harrier
grauwe kiekendief

Act ion 

plan, 
VL O 31/ 12/ 2026
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