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Challenges of implementing 

RBaPS at the national level
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• current payment schemes and budgets

• Prioritize efficiency to achieve our end goals

• Sustainable use of payments

Battlefield of payments to farmers
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• 47.000 km² area

• 26.000 km² agriculture

• 7.000 km² grassland

Lower Saxony / Germany
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Responsibility of Lower Saxony
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Responsibility of Lower Saxony



6

Dümmer: 2,500 ha are optimized for grassland breeding birds

to achieve
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• 1,059 billion € (2021-2027; incl. ESF+)

ERDF (European Regional Development Fund)

• all measures we need are eligible
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• All measures we need are eligible

EAFRD (European Agricultural Fund for Rural Development) in Lower Saxony
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EAFRD (European Agricultural Fund for Rural Development) in Lower Saxony

• 1,158 billion € (2023-2027 in Lower Saxony)
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• Important tool to ensure annual management in agricultural 

systems

• 127 million € / year would be needed for full implementation of 

Natura 2000 in grasslands

Natura2000 payment (Art. 72)
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• 1,158 billion € (2023-2027 in Lower Saxony)

EAFRD (European Agricultural Fund for Rural Development) in Lower Saxony
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EAFRD (European Agricultural Fund for Rural Development) in Lower Saxony

• 1,158 billion € (2023-2027 in Lower Saxony)
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EL-0701 Cooperation in Conservation and Agriculture 0.0065 billion €

EAFRD (European Agricultural Fund for Rural Development) in Lower Saxony

• 1,158 billion € (2023-2027 in Lower Saxony)
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EAFRD (European Agricultural Fund for Rural Development) in Lower Saxony

• 1,158 billion € (2023-2027 in Lower Saxony)
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EL-0105   AES/ Agri-environmental Schemes 0.262 billion €                          

EAFRD (European Agricultural Fund for Rural Development) in Lower Saxony

• 1,158 billion € (2023-2027 in Lower Saxony)
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Efficiency of AES
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• compensation for geese grazing

• voluntary nature of measures

• < 4 km² with effective measures

• deadweight effect

• Restrictions usually do not lead to better habitat quality

• Not suistainable

• not eligible on public land

Why are the AeS not effective ?
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Efficiency First !

• result-based only

• the better the results – the better 

the payments

• all funds

Future of Payments
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Ysbrand Galama (09/2018)

• there would be enough money

• rescheduling is needed

• we just have to use the funding wisely

o set up Natura 2000 payment

o strong increase of budget in 

cooperation with agriculture 

o prioritizing result-based payments

o AeS available for public land

Take home message
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