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https://pecbms.info/european-common-bird-indicators-2022-update/

The current agri-
environmental policy as a 
whole is not successful! 

Farm Land Bird Indicator

www.eea.europa.eu/data-and-
maps/figures/loss-of-hnv-farmland-due-1

We distribute a lot of money, but farmers are not satisfied and we could not solve the 
environmental problems in our agricultural landscapes!  

Loss of HNV Farmland

Challenge!
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Main objective of Contracts2.0
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Develop novel contract-based approaches to:

• incentivise farmers 

• for the increased provision of environmental 

public goods along with private goods.

Newly developed contract-based approaches should be:

➢ environmentally effective

➢ economically viable for farmers

➢ support the longevity of contractual arrangements
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What if local actors could develop/improve their own contracts? 
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How would these contracts look like?

How effective could they be?

What are the challenges/opportunities for 
integration in future policies?



The innovation labs
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The innovation labs

6Brussels, 26. April 2023  I contracts2.0 Final Conference



Contracts2.0 Living Labs map
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From dream to reality
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13 Innovation labs 

in 9 countries Real-life testing in 

7 innovation labs
Codesigning novel/ 

improved contracts

Mainstreaming 

innovative contract 

features in 3 

countries
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New Thinking about Incentives
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Innovation Labs

Expected impact of novel contracts

Economic

viability
Farmers uptake

Environmental

effectiveness

Limburg 0/+ + +

Oost Groningen 0/+ + +

Flanders Gulpdal 0/+ + +

Flanders Koolstofboeren + + +

North West England + +

Hautes-Pyrénées + +

Madrid Region 0/+ + +

Bornholm + +

Agora Natura + + +

HiPP 0/+ + +

North Rhine-Westphalia + +

Örseg NP + + +

Unione Comuni 

Garfagnana + + +

Financial compensation is essential! … but

There are much more other motives why farmers 
join or don't join a contract!

We have to know these different motives and 
expectations! 

Not the only determing factor



Voices from the field
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Check our ‘Voices from the field’ series



Challenges to implementation: policy fit
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Mainstream AECM policy

• Parcel level

• Individual farmers

• Action-based payments

• Single funding source

Innovative contracts2.0 features:

• Landscape/ecosystem level

• Groups of farmers

• Results-based/hybrid payments

• Combined funding sources

Need for further dialogue with regional + EU policymakers for mainstreaming C2.0 ideas

Room for pilot testing outside current CAP reglementations
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Design Negotiation Testing Main-
streaming

Recommendations to facilitate novel contract implementation
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Check Voices from the field’ n° 10

Recognize local

knowledge

Analyze possible

impacts

Build trust with

policy makers

Integrate in EU policy

Increase public 

support

Reduce bureaucracy
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Key message
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“Practitioners are 
valuable partners for
designing novel
contracts”



Thank you!

This project has received funding from the European Union`s Horizon 2020 

research and innovation programme under grant agreement no. 818190. 

Sven Defrijn

Boerennatuur Vlaanderen (Belgium)

 sven.Defrijn@boerennatuur.be

www.project-contracts20.eu

www.boerennatuur.be

http://www.project-contracts20.eu/
http://www.boerennatuur.be/
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