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Using RBPS to deliver large-scale restoration

 Summary of landscape level RBPS pilot in upland areas
* Building capacity for upscaling

* Integration into CAP Strategic Plan

* Building on RBPS to deliver restoration

* Leveraging non-CAP finance

* Training, knowledge, networks
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Success factors of RBPS

 Clearly defined objectives and indicators

Burren

* Appropriate supports for farmers PROGRAMME

* Participatory processes
e Autonomy and flexibility
* Locally-adapted

* Integration with policy
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Plot number: Survey date: (A+B+C)

.
e n V I ro n I I | e n t Which of the following best describes the plot (land parcel) (tick most appropriate):

H y b r I d Re S u |tS - Mﬂg moatanmc: Peatland Habitat Score Card

Blanket bog | Heath Mosaic of heath & bog Mosaic of heath with grassland

programme (RBPS — =]

Positive indicators: Sedge / Herb Layer: Shrub Layer:

(tick those present) Bog Asphodel Bell Heather
Moss Layer: [ Bog Bean [ IBilberry Negative indicators:
Branched Mosses Bog Cotton Bog Myrtle Ft\‘ck&huse present)
:‘h‘):-ch-;)“f't:::ns Deer Grass __|Cross-leaved Heather Bramble
U 1 i i
Lousewort Ling Heather Conifers (Snka_Spruce
Sphagnum Mosses or Lodgepole Pine)
Sundews Western Gorse £
i uropean Gorse
White-beaked Sedge Nettle
AL H itive indicat tin the plot? Rhododendron
H H H = ow many positive indicators are present in the plof N
FI nanCIaI Incenhve C t total ber No. of plants: _Score Score Other alien invasive
H > ount total number —_— . S |
/l\ to achieve score 28 of positive indicators Low: 04 [ hign: 78 TS
present: | Medium: 56 [ very high: o+ [JET
. - A2 What is the combined cover of Cover: _Score Score Score A2
"E I ncentive to a Ch leve positive mosses & lichens (listed Rare: 0-5% Abundant: 21-30% B}
GJ' minimum score Df 4 above) throughout the plot? Frequent: 6-20% Dominant: >30% {1}
E \ A3 Presence of non-native species within score score A3
= the plot (rhododendron, self-sown Present
1o} conifers, other alien invasive)? Absent
A4 What is the combined cover of all Cover, _Score Score Scare A
negative indicators/weeds (listed High: >25% &1 Med-low: 1-10% | -5
above) throughout the plot? Medium: 11-25%[ =1/ | | Absent/negligible
0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 A5 Quality of vegetation structure? Score A%

Habitat quality score — Vet heght | nkownrt e | Dighpnsd) | fomarnmnd) | Suand i good condtion,
‘. ow

is uniformly low. i t-g) grass and

Little or no heather | and rank senescent areas (>25%) areas (>25%) sedge-like vegetation on

present on wet heather dominating. of the plot of the plot blanket bog with hummock, hollow, and pool
heaths. Often Litter cover high, thatch have tight have rank complexes on bog. On heath, all stages of
lacking moss and forming in large uniform vegetation heather / shrub growth present, mostly
shrub layer. Often | continuous patches. vegetation althoughnot | >30cm. Mix of bog and / or heath vegetation
resulting from over | Poorly developed ground | although not throughout. at varying heights throughout. Well

grazing or recent layer. Often resulting throughout. structured vegetation with all three layers
peat cutting. from under (moss, sedge / herb, and shrub)

Score grazing. oo score 0 score O | well represented. Score

May 2021
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LIFE IP Wild Atlantic Nature

*

I WAN RBPS Site 2022
WAN SAC

Slieve Tooey/Tormore Island/

Loughros Beg Bay SAC
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Lough Hoe
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An Roinn Tithiochta,

Rialtais Aititil agus Oidhreachta

Department of Housing,

Local Government and Heritage

Ceteerspang

Lough Nillan Bog
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T - Bog SAC

RBPS 2021/2022
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823 farmers (>85% uptake)

* 75% agreed results-based was a fair approach

* 82% reported increase in awareness of environment issues
* 89% reported increase in awareness of suitable actions

* 68% made changes to farm practices

52 advisors trained
* 94% agreed results-based was a fair approach
* 88% reported increase in awareness of environment issues
* 76% reported increase in awareness of suitable actions

63,000ha land surveyed — 6,000 plots
~ €3m direct farmer payments

>100 restoration actions

Lessons for CSP (2023-2027)

Goggins et al. (forthcoming)
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Upscaling of RBPS approach in CSP

* Eight ACRES Cooperation Project teams

e Delivery of results-based model to 20,000 farmers

* We now have an implementation mechanism for conservation

Results-based, supporting actions & landscape scale

payments

 Funded via CSP AECM, NPIs, Cooperation Articles

measures & restoration actions *

Integration of land use policies

Incentivises delivery of environmental services (food, fibre,

water, nature, climate)
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Towards an integrated a

oproach to (peatland) conservation

Nature, Water Payment for
gi r%'g;‘\?;g Conservation Egosy_stem
3. BHD: WFD: & Restoration ervices

ﬁ%ﬂp?ﬂﬁt?‘gs?ﬁ; (e.g. RBPS; ACRES

CAP; etc.) CP)
WAN Land
Restoration
Program
(Natura Communities
Shared Island
Retrofit pilot, etc.)
Monitoring Capacity
Reporting Finance building
Verification (public, private, (Training,
blended) Education,
Research Networks)
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Building on RBPS:
Supporting farmers, communities, government, others

Supporting locally-led peatland restoration

Restoration-retrofit pilot

Establishment of demonstration farms/sites

Delivery of large-scale restoration projects, leveraging
non-CAP finance

Training, knowledge, new networks
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Supporting locally-led (peatland) restoration

* Natura Communities NATURA -l
e Over 40 full-time operatives across 3 NC groups COMMUNITIES
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Addressing turf-cutting in SACs

e Restoration-retrofit pilot project (RRPP)

* Retrofitting 24 houses and associated lands restored
Meanings

Material Competence
Conditions & Skills
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Establishment of demonstration farms/sites

* Working with ACRES CP, NPWS, farmers, others NATURA -1
COMMUNITIES

An tSeirbhis Pdirceanna
Mdisitnta agus Fiadhdlra
Mational Farks and Wildlife
Service

f/ﬂ \\ Shared Island
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Delivery of large-scale restoration projects

e Leveraging (non-CAP) funding NATURA aa!
e Qutside scope of CAP g o COMMUNITIES

.
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o Service
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i, WaterLANDS

DV PEATLAND

FINANCE

B|OFTN IRELAND
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Capacity building: Training, knowledge, new networks
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Towards an integrated a

oproach to (peatland) conservation

Nature, Water Payment for
gi r%'g;‘\?;g Conservation Egosy_stem
3. BHD: WFD: & Restoration ervices

ﬁ%ﬂp?ﬂﬁt?‘gs?ﬁ; (e.g. RBPS; ACRES

CAP; etc.) CP)
WAN Land
Restoration
Program
(Natura Communities
Shared Island
Retrofit pilot, etc.)
Monitoring Capacity
Reporting Finance building
Verification (public, private, (Training,
blended) Education,
Research Networks)
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Key messages

* Well-designed and supported results-based approaches (RBPS) provide an
improved alternative to prescription approaches

* Farmers, advisors, academics and policy-makers support results-based
approaches

e Consideration of the social and institutional context can improve project
effects

e Upscaling is possible via the CAP Strategic Plan

RBPS approach is an effective mechanism to deliver small and large-scale
conservation and restoration
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www.wildatlanticnature.ie

@WAN _LIFEIP @WildAtlanticNature
info@wildatlanticnature.ie

Gary.Goggins@npws.gov.ie
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