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Co-operation P
Projects (CP) FasRel &/ 8 CP Zones

ACRES Donegal Mainly upland areas

Based on protected areas

ACRES Breifne
and water catchments

ACRES West Connacht

ACRES West Connacht
ACRES Burren Aran
ACRES Munster South Connacht

ACRES Kerry West Cork

ACRES Leinster




Main CP Team Office in Carron

ABOUT US

ACRES

BURREN ARAN
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Farmer Numbers
T1: 1,160

T2: 190

Total: 1,350
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Office on Inis Oirr for Aran farmers

CP zone divided into 3 regions:

Aran Islands, Clare Burren, South Galway
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Problems with SAC
designations &
REPS (1995)

"The Impact
of Farming on
the Burren"
Teagasc & UCD
1998-2001
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Field scoring system

Good quality priority habitat
High-species diversity
Appropriate grazing

Priority habitat

High-species diversity

Appropriate grazing

Scrub or bracken encroachment an issue

Priority habitat

Low species diversity

Not optimally grazed

Scrub or bracken encroachment an issue.

Semi-improved habitat with Ilimited indicators of priority
habitat,

Usually grass dominated, with higher levels of fertility or more
recently made grasslands

Ungrazed areas not in agricultural production
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Score 1
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AGRI-CLIMATE RURAL ENVIRONMENTAL SCHEME
(ACRES)

* ACRES General and ACRES CP (High Priority
Geographical Areas) DAFM’S €1.5 Billion scheme

= Two Tranches (T1 Nov 23; T2 Nov 24)

" 46,000 farmers approved T1 (18,000 CP farmers)

= 9,000 farmers approved T2

= Results based approach with

= Non-Productive Investments (NPI) and
" Landscape Actions (LA)

" Farm Sustainability Plan by ACRES Advisor
= Ambitious scheme with delays in set up and roll

out



Main general action for islands
e Stone wall maintenance
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Burren Programme (BP)

In addition to GLAS
payment

Higher cap on 'results-
based' payment

Degressive payment
system

Inverted scoring payment
system

Payments calculate per

field (not rounded to LPIS)

Only scored ‘high nature
value' fields

ACRES CP

Not in addition to GLAS
payment

Lower cap on 'results-
based' payment

Single, flat rate per ha

Flat rate

Field scores are
rounded to get an overall
LPIS payment

Whole farm, incl. scoring
‘improved’ fields

NY

28 ha

~ _ _ A

LPIS parcel =86 ha

Burren Results-Based:

€9,192

(on top of GLAS)

ACRES Results-Based:

€7,000




Grassland

ACRE

SCORECARD AD5 Marsh Fritillary suitability Ab Field boundary quality. [Ppoor: .
assessment in primarily Assess the quality of the bour J
) H . grazed grassland WORST 30m of field M o . . 5
Dominant grassland type: : Soil type: Total Score: . o boundary in the field. 7efor ! ; ' 1
: __ : - [ves SilE —
i[] Drygrassland[] } Mineral soil[]  Peat ] /1 + cartor of the f Juidance dagur rd Good: ! 10
! Hry 9 and i ! / . solffieldwith L] Me

- . . What is the
A Ecologlcal integrity Total score A /qo dominant field DHedgercrw [Jreeline [Hedgerow D Treeline
_ ] Sty Sy [ves boundaryin [ |Earthbank [ |Stonewall [ |Eathbank [ |Stonewall
A1 ‘What is the number of pesitive indicators in [ ow 02 | High: o-12 |8 knes height throughout? | No this field? [Jbrainage ditch [ |wWirefence [ _|Drainage ditch [ | wire fence
the field? Tick all positive indicators present below.
. [ medium: 5-8 [EL [ very high: 13+ B Threats & pressures Total score B

/10

F_'o_s_ltlve _|Pd|c_ators: [] Lady's smock [] Orchids [ Sphagnum & Branched mosses B1 . Is there any evidence of damaging activities to B2 What is the level of risk
F koofiow . . habitat, vegetation, or archaeology? atisine level Oor It
[ Bedstraws & Stitchworts ] [] Ox-eye daisy [ Tormenti to the quality of natural water
[ Bird's oot trefo Lesser spearwort [] purple loosestrife [ ]umbels large nor r High: bodies within, adjacent to
[] Cartne thisti ] Louseworts [] ragged robin nman hogwesd, fode and downstream of the field
=r 'm_? ' E_ ’ [] Scablous [Jumbels small v, ¥ due to pressures relating to
[] cowslips & Primrose D Marsh cinquefail ¥ D\"E‘t\:hes & Vetchlings Low flow, sediment, nutrients or
l:l Eyebrights |:| Marsh marigold D Sedges [ violets : i Harebell -~ other pollutants?
ne: itz & - pathw
% Forget;ms-nots (] Marsh pennywort [[] self-hesl & Bugle [ witd Thyme
Heathers D Marsh thistle D Sarrel D"l’ello‘w Composites Damaging activities: ! & escr T
D Kidney vetch D Meadowsweet r wict % t | not | I:‘ Damage from supplementary feeding D'Quarrylng I:‘ Boundary damage
[ knapweeds ] Meadow thistle [] small rushes [ vellow Flag Iris [ |Damage to archaeclogical festures [ |Burning [ |Removal of mature scrub/trees High: ] | Low: -5
l:l Lady's mantle D Mints ¢ Yellow rattle D Inappropriate herbicide use |:| Dumping [:IO‘Iher f pecifyl Moderate: @Yl | None:
A2 Whatis B3h What is the extent of bare soil & erosion?
High: £
the ‘cn‘:werofall Low: Iy o
positive
mdu:ators Mo
High:
thrnughnutthe J
entire field? Very high: Low:

A3 What is the combined cover of negative indicators/weeds throughout the plot? 1 Non-native invasive species:

B4 what is the cover of non-native invasive species? r
I:‘ Rhododendron I:l Himalayan balsam

[]Docks High >25%: High:

DThlsﬂes M " I:‘ Cotoneaster [:I Himalayan knotweed
odera

D Perennial Rye-grass Mode I:l Japanese Knotweed D Himalayan hunefy;uckle

Dka’gmd Low =5%: M Low: I:‘ Giant Hogweed DOIher K H

D Nettles None

Ad Vegetation Structure. Note: If grassland is primarily grazed use Ad(a) (lncludlng marsh frltlllary suitability B5 What is the extent of spreading immature scrub?

assessment); OR, if grassland is cut for hay or silage, use Ad(b). 7ot be | High: -
A4(a) what is the vegetation structure in A4(b) What is the vegetation structure in L
grasslands which are PRIMARILY GRAZED? grasslands which are CUT FOR HAY or SILAGE? Moderate:
Over-grazed: - Do netinclude || .,

Poor structure: *|
T ing t established scrub

B6& what is the High: .
cover of bracken? | pioderate:

Moderate structure

Commeon

management Low:
reconicn;endatlons
— — to pick from:
fode der-gr Good structure: Dp g A
ot good 0 B
Under-grazed: - = -
0 O -
taker O = H
O Ll




GRASSLAND (2,000)
COASTAL (36)
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Variation within a CP Zone due to different factors. One
size for all does create difficulties in delivery and

farmer feedback.
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