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Co-operation

Projects (CP) 8 CP Zones

Mainly upland areas 

Based on protected areas 

and water catchments



ABOUT US

Main CP Team Office in Carron

Office on Inis Oírr for Aran farmers

CP zone divided into 3 regions:

- Aran Islands, Clare Burren, South Galway

Inis Oírr

     office
Carron 

office

Farmer Numbers

T1: 1,160

T2: 190

Total: 1,350



4

Area Farm Size (hectares)

Inis Oírr 6

Inis Meáin 11

Inis Mór 20

Clare Burren 22 - 75

South Galway 19 - 42
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BURREN 
PROGRAMME

CAOMHNÚ 
ÁRANN

A LONG JOURNEY WITH LOTS OF SMALL STEPS

Aran LIFE
DAFM, Teagasc, 
DAHG & NPWS

2014-2018

"The Impact 

of Farming on 

the Burren"

Teagasc & UCD

1998-2001

BurrenLIFE Project

NPWS, Teagasc,

Burren IFA

2005-2010

Burren 

Farming for

Conservation

Programme

DAFM & 

NPWS

2010-2015

Problems with SAC

designations &

REPS (1995)

The 

Burren Programme

DAFM & NPWS

2016 - 2022

ACRES BUA CP

DAFM, 2023 - ?

Caomhnú Árann

DAFM, DCHG, 
Teagasc & NPWS

2018-2022
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Field scoring system

5

Good quality priority habitat 
High-species diversity
Appropriate grazing

4

Priority habitat 

High-species diversity

Appropriate grazing

Scrub or bracken encroachment an issue 

3

Priority habitat 

Low species diversity

Not optimally grazed 

Scrub or bracken encroachment an issue. 

2

Semi-improved habitat with limited indicators of priority 

habitat, 

Usually grass dominated, with higher levels of fertility or more 

recently made grasslands

1 Ungrazed areas not in agricultural production
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Score 4



Score 3



Score 2



Score 1
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DAFM 

2018



MAVIC 

PRO



ACRES

AGRI-CLIMATE RURAL ENVIRONMENTAL SCHEME 
(ACRES)

▪ ACRES General and ACRES CP (High Priority 

Geographical Areas) DAFM’S €1.5 Billion scheme

▪ Two Tranches (T1 Nov 23; T2 Nov 24)

▪ 46,000 farmers approved T1 (18,000 CP farmers)

▪ 9,000 farmers approved T2 

▪ Results based approach with 

▪ Non-Productive Investments (NPI) and 

▪ Landscape Actions (LA)

▪ Farm Sustainability Plan by ACRES Advisor

▪ Ambitious scheme with delays in set up and roll 

out



• Maximum Payment per year is €7,000

• 23.33 with a score of 8 hectares of eligible land needed for the 
maximum payment

• Where less than €7,000 general actions still apply

Main general action for islands

• Stone wall maintenance
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Area Farm Size (hectares)

Inis Oírr 6

Inis Meáin 11

Inis Mór 20

Clare Burren 22 - 75

South Galway 19 - 42



Burren Programme (BP)

• In addition to GLAS 

payment

• Higher cap on 'results-

based' payment

• Degressive payment 

system

• Inverted scoring payment 

system

• Payments calculate per 

field (not rounded to LPIS)

• Only scored ‘high nature 

value' fields

ACRES CP

• Not in addition to GLAS 

payment

• Lower cap on 'results-

based' payment

• Single, flat rate per ha

• Flat rate

• Field scores are 

rounded to get an overall 

LPIS payment

• Whole farm, incl. scoring 

‘improved’ fields 

23.5 ha

Score: 10

BP - €1,800

28 ha

Score: 9

BP - €3,612

21 ha

Score: 9

BP - €1,428

14.5 ha

Score: 8

BP - €2,352ACRES Results-Based: 

€7,000

Burren Results-Based: 

€9,192
(on top of GLAS)

LPIS parcel = 86 ha





GRASSLAND (2,000)

COASTAL (36)
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Variation within a CP Zone due to different factors. One 

size for all does create difficulties in delivery and 

farmer feedback. 
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