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Hungarian meadow viper
(Viperaursinii rakosiensis)

ÅDescribed in 1893 (Méhely)

ÅLength: 45-60 cm

ÅPreferred habitat: mosaic of wet 
and dry meadows, grasslands

ÅOverwinters in burrows

ÅDiet: Orthoptera, rodents, lizards, 
rarely birds

ÅMating is in April-May

Å5-20 vipers are born in August

ÅNo fatality since its description!





Threatfactorsand reasonsof decline

ÅPloughingof grasslandςhabitat loss

ÅDrainageprograms

ÅMechanicmowing

ÅClimatechange



Hungary Цbefore and after waterway control

Hanság

Kiskunság



IUCN CBSG PHVA: 2001



Species Conservation Plan - 2004

Åsigned by the Minister of Environment 
and Water Affairs ς Miklós Persányi

Åvision for 15 years

Åhabitat based management goals and 
recommendations

Åincludes Protocol for Breeding



I. LIFE-project: 2004-2008 
αEstablishing the background of saving the Hungarian meadow viper (Viperaursiniirakosiensis) 
from extinctionέ HUNVIPURS LIFE04/NAT/HU/000116

Å2004: Opening of Hungarian Meadow Viper  
    Conservation Centre



The Minister survived the opening ceremony...



II. LIFE-project: 2009-2013
ĂConservation of Hungarian meadow viper (Vipera ursinii rakosiensis) in the Carpathian-basinò
      CONVIPURSRAK LIFE07 NAT/H/000322 

Å2010: Reintroduction started
ÅLászló Sólyom, the President visiting ς and he also survived...



...and even Angelo Salsi survived handling a viper





2009, 2014: Best of Best Awards



2014-нлмфΥ αAfter-[LC9έ

ÅContinuous breeding and reintroductions

ÅMonitoring of reintroduced populations


