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The financial gap
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The gap - worldwide

Source: Financing nature: closing the gloval biodiversity gap. Conservation international. 



Belgium – PAF 2021 -2027 (Prioritised Action Framework)

Regular Management / 
year

One off costs / year 2021-2027 total

Brussels € 9.010.000 € 104.357.143 € 69.980.000

Flanders € 102.618.395 € 161.395.986 € 1.848.100.670

Wallonia € 69.182.047 € 28.847.578 € 686.207.375

Total / year € 180.810.442 € 294.600.707 € 475.411.149

Total 2021-2027 € 1.265.673.094 € 2.062.204.949 € 2.604.288.045

LIFE B4B complementary funding: 600 million euro (2023-2031) for restoration
Budget of ANB in 2023: 200 million euro



How to close the gap?

• Public funds: not enough money available

• Private funds: not yet full potential is used or explored

• Blending: private + public funding



The classic way to fund 
biodiversity projects

02 public funds



Implementing the EU Biodiversity Strategy 2030 and EU Nature restoration 
plan (including Natura 2000)

Trans European Nature Network

EU Nature restoration law

Transformative change

Global Diversity Agenda

Implementation
complementary actions

Flanders

EU-BIODIV 2030

€ 600 million 
financial 

instruments

Objectives

Prioritised Action 
Framework (PAF)

Fav. Cons status Hab
& Spec

% PA & 
% strict protected

Wallonia

Brussels

North Sea

National and Regional
frameworks,

Strategies, Programmes &
Processes

20312023

National 
restoration 

plan



Work in progress!



Wallonia: EFRD 
Communication and 
awareness

1.150.000

Wallonia EFRD  
measure 7

WP4 restoration: measure 
7.6 RDP

11.250.000

Wallonia EAFRD 
measure 12

WP3 and WP4 P.A : natura 
2000 payments – direct 
payments appropriate 
management

35.000.000

Wallonia EFRD 
measure 10

WP4 restoration: AECS 
within the Walloon 
programme

94.000.000

Flanders EFRD
WP4 restoration: Eco-
schemes

30.000.000

Flanders: EFRD

Within the new CAP, there 
will be financial resources 
available for restoration of 
Natura 2000

16.729.784

Flanders: EFRD AECS for species (WP4) 720.000

Flanders: EFRD
Agri-environmental 
measures related to 
erosion, etc.

21.000.000

EU Funds (identified by LIFE B4B)
European 
Maritime, Fisheries 
and Aquaculture 
Fund

Measures limiting 
seabed disturbance from 
fisheries

50.000

European 
Maritime, Fisheries 
and Aquaculture 
Fund

Upscaling results of the 
pilot 
restoring oysterbanks

1.000.000

LIFE, Interreg, 
Horizon Europe 
and any other EU 
grant

Implementation projects:

49.000.000

- Grasslands

- Knowledge centre

- Nature inclusive 
farming

- Amphibians

- Atlantic land dunes

- Branding Natura 2000

Total: € 259,899,784



Regional funds (Flanders, Wallonia, Brussels, federal)
Flanders Small Landscape features WP4 implementation of landscape parks 4.000.000

Fond de biodiversité
The LIFE B4B should create this fund for future funding of nature related 
measures (WP strategic tools)

TBD

Regional funding Wallonia Implementation Management Plans (WP Management plans) 21.000.000

Vapeo (partially Relance plan 
Flanders 50% and 50% regional 
budget)

WP connectivity

50.000.000
Vapeo - track 1: coordination of implementation in LIFE

Vapeo – track 2-4: agenda will be drafted and then implemented. Not yet 
compl. Funding place.

Regional funding (2021-2026) 
Flanders

WP4 Restoration: Vlaams Natura 2000 programma – restoration measures –
Blue deal – PAS - VAP (task 4.7)

173.000.000

Regional fund - Brussels
Financial needs of the PAF: E2.a Natura 2000 site-related maintenance and 
restoration measures for species and habitats – partially mobilised

27.450.000

Regional fund - Brussels
WP 3 Protected areas – T3.18 legal study - PAF: E1.1 Site designation and 
management planning (partially mobilised)

4.515.000

Regional fund - Brussels
WP 6 Awareness raising – T6.3. PAF: E1.5 Natura 2000-related communication 
and awareness raising measures, education and visitor access 

2.619.995

Regional fund - Brussels SIBELGA WP5 task 5.1 – lightning plan 20-000.000

€ 298,069,995
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3 Main branches

- Only neighbouring regions (oriented on 
implementation)

- Flanders – Netherlands
- Meuse – Rhine
- France – Wallonia - Flanders

- Grouping EU countries
- Northsea region
- Northwest Europe

- Interreg Europe
- All 27 MS
- Policy oriented, platforms, …

Interreg



LIFE

4 Main branches

• LIFE Nature and Biodiversity

• LIFE Climate change Mitigation and adaptation

• LIFE Circular Economy and Quality of life

• LIFE Clean energy transition

Average budget € 5-8 million

Duration: 5-7 years

Large scale restoration



Regional funding in Wallonia
Average budget (€) Co-financing Implemented by Measures

BiodiverCité 12k (max) 100% Municipalities Restoration, 
sensibilisation

Yes we plant depends Flat rate Stakeholders Hedge and tree planting

Arrêt du régent 300-500k 65% Municipalities Creation and 
development of green 
areas in urban zone

Mesure aide 355 a/ PwDR No limit ☺ 100% stakeholders Restoration ecosystems

Plan national de relance et 
de Résilience

22 million available Recovery plan EU NGOs Land acquisition

Plan de relance de la 
Wallonia

10 million available Recovery plan 
Wallonie

DNF Land acquisition

Plan de relance de la 
Wallonia

5 million available Recovery plan 
Wallonie

DNF restoration

Plan de relance de la 
Wallonia

5 million available Recovery plan 
Wallonie

stakeholders Site specific



Regional funding in Flanders

Average budget (€) Co-financing Implemented by Measures

Project subsidies nature 20-30k 50-90% Stakeholders Small – mid scale

Project subsidies species 10k 70% Stakeholders Small scale

Nature development 
projects

2-5 million 60% EAFRD ANB + VLM Large scale

Flemish fishery fund 5k -50k - 6 million Depends Depends Recreative 
infrastructure, 
studies, Measure in 
or on the banks (e.g. 
fish ladder)

afforestation 25k/ha (max) Not applicable Stakeholders afforestation



Innovation

03 New tools: private 
financing







Conservation Finance Sources

Private Capital 
• Payments for Ecosystem Services

• Function Trading (water, nutrients, carbon)
• Watershed Service Payments
• Habitat & Species Mitigation/Banking
• Green Bonds
• Payment for Ecosystem Services (PES)

• Tradable Land Use Rights (TDRs etc.)

• Conservation Development/Buyers (parcel sales)

• Agriculture, Timber, Energy & Other Income

• Water Funds 

• Cause-Related Marketing

• Conservation investing

Bridge Financing & Loans
• Philanthropic

• External Revolving Loan Funds
• Internal Land Trust Protection Funds
• Foundations  (incl. PRIs)
• Conservation Lenders & Guarantors

• Private 
• Commercial & Farm Credit Lending
• Seller Financing

• Public
• Fed/State Revolving Loan Funds
• Tax-Exempt Debt

Gifts & Grants
• Traditional Sources

• Individual Donors
• Foundations
• Corporate Engagements/ Partnerships
• Institutional & Nonprofit Collaborations

• Voluntary Surcharges 
• Voluntary Private Transfer Fees
• Trade Lands
• Donor-Advised Funds & Aggregators
• Web & Phone Applications
• Crowd Sourcing

Tax Benefits
• Federal/State Tax Deductions
• Bargain Sale or Easement Donation
• State Tax Credits

Public Funding
• Intl Sources: ERBD, CEB, EEA & GEF
• EU: ESIF, LIFE, Horizon 2020 , NCFF, NCFF TA
• Member State Funding Programs
• Lottery Funds
• State/Local Specific Use Taxes/Fees/Incentives

THE CONSERVATION FINANCE NETWORK

Sources of Conservation Finance



Possible financing mechanism: bond

100 ha Ecosystem to be 
restored 

→100 ha x 50.000 euro/ha = 
5 million euro

Ecosystem services
- Carbon credits
- Blue credits
- Biodiversity credits
- Recreation
- …

Bond (5 million) – 20 years Invester

Credits

Yield interest (20y)

Public funding – recurrent 
management?

Public funding



What can LIFE B4B 
mean to you?

04 EU project office 
and financing



EU Project office and financing

- Within the frame of LIFE B4B

- Collaboration between 3 regions and federal state to facilitate and support 
EU grant applications

- Creating a network of experts

- Enlarging networks

- Collaboration with stakeholders

- Topics should be in the frame of regional nature policy (e.g. action plans, 
site management plans, other regional strategies,…)

- Providing training

• info@lifeb4b.be
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mailto:info@lifeb4b.be


Key messages

• Public funding = limited

• Design a clear strategy: processes, programmes and instruments

• Involve private financing (don’t be afraid)

• Think big and work together (public and private – EU wide)



www.B4B.be

info@B4B.be

Any questions?

More info
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